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The book examines one of the most complex security challenges facing the United States today: 

how transnational criminal networks—especially the Sinaloa cartel—exploited gaps in our 

homeland security, border, and technology systems to create the modern fentanyl crisis. It ties 

directly to recent events such as the Maduro capture, bombing of cartel ships off our coasts, and 

the designation of cartels as terrorist groups. 

Jake Braun is senior lecturer at the University of Chicago Harris School of Public Policy, where 

he teaches cyber policy and leads the Cyber Policy Initiative. He was appointed by President 

Joseph Biden as the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Secretary's Senior Advisor to 

the Management Directorate, and as Senior Counselor for Transformation to the Secretary of 

Homeland Security from June 2021 - May 2023. He was later appointed as the Acting Principal 

Deputy National Cyber Director in The White House from May 2023 - July 2024. He holds an 

MA in International Relations from Troy St. University, an MA in Education from National-Louis 

University Chicago, and a BA from Loyola University of Chicago.  


